The Toronto-based photographer and jazz aficionado Barry Thomson has been shooting photos documenting the Toronto jazz and improvising scene for years. CSI/ECI is pleased to be able to publish a small selection from his vast archives, including short comments and recollections associated with each photo. At the 2011 Guelph Jazz Festival, Thomson and CSI Co-Editor Daniel Fischlin discussed making at least a small portion of the archive available to the general public. The following gallery hints at the rich stream of superb improvising musicians that have passed through Toronto in the last twenty-seven years or so-the earliest photos in this gallery date back to 1985.
Hamiet Bluiett: 1998 @ Toronto Jazz Festival One of the best baritone saxophonists still playing today, Hamiet is a wonderfully strong and soulful player. He always takes his time and plays out of a deep, spiritual place. A man of few words, he lets his music do the talking.
Evan Parker: 1995 @ The Rivoli Club, Toronto Another quiet man whose paying is as explosive as Coltrane-a true force of nature.
Kenny Wheeler: 1993 @ The Senator Club, Toronto Kenny is a beautiful lyrical player on trumpet, flugelhorn, and cornet. I showed him the photo that I took of him and just like a silent film star he sat down and showed the photo this way back to me. I didn't do a thing but take another photo-naturally.
Roscoe Mitchell: 1997 @ The Music Gallery, Toronto Roscoe is a great, understated player. I really appreciate artists like him: they allow you to get in really close, not just for detail, but to catch their music and their character. Lester Bowie: 1990 @ The Bamboo Club, Toronto I loved the way Lester Bowie played trumpet, especially with the Art Ensemble of Chicago. He always made music in a joyful, celebratory manner: playing, dancing, and leading.
Ed Blackwell: 1986 @ The Basin Street Club, Toronto Ed Blackwell was and is the "Rock of Gibraltar": so solid, so strong, so eternal! This is the reason he was Ornette Coleman's first and greatest drummer.
Mal Waldron: 1988 @ Manta Sound Studio, Toronto Mal Waldron was a great solo pianist and a great accompanist to Billie Holiday and Charles Mingus. I will always remember his wide, subtle smile-his cigarillo in hand and his cool, patent leather boots. Don Pullen (piano) and Charlie Haden (bass): 1991 @ The Jane Millet Theatre, Toronto Don Pullen was the pure Dionysus of piano, in spite of being the most calm, in-control person. Yet his playing could reach beyond the percussive extremes of the post-Cecil Taylor style of attack. I recall that the CBC lent one of Glenn Gould's Steinway pianos to the Café des Copains for Don Pullen to play. When they came to pick up the piano, they found that the piano was not just knocked out of key, but covered in dried blood the whole length and breadth of the keyboard. That is the last time they ever loaned the piano out. In this photo, Don was playing and Charlie Haden came over and said, "Man! That's the note we're looking for!" Gerry Hemingway: 1998 @ The Rivoli Club, Toronto Gerry Hemingway is a subtle, audacious percussionist, open to all percussive drum traditions from around the world. He always has an expressive, playful aspect to his playing that makes him a great subject for photos.
